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Attention Members: We hope you will
support our advertisers…they
support this Bulletin. Mention our
Newsletter when you contact them.
The MBCA, the San Diego Section, its
Officers, members, MBUSA, smart
GmbH, and AMG, however, make no
inference, that advertising
in this Bulletin implies approval of
their products or services.
Is your membership due for renewal?
Don't let it expire and miss out
on the fun we have in the
MBCA - San Diego Section

It is time to decide what fun things we are going to do in 2020. A
worn-out phrase, but can you believe another year has gone by?
2020 will go by even faster, so hang on! We are, for the most part,
in the Mercedes-Benz Club to have fun with our cars and the people
who drive them. For those who know me, you know, my motto is,
"if you ain't havin fun, you ain't doin it right."
Traditionally the annual planning meeting consisted of the Board
and selected others. Last year your Board decided to include the
entire membership in the planning meeting. What a unique idea.
Why didn't someone think of that fifty-some years ago.

Did you know our club is 62 years young!
The meeting, including our members last year, was such a success
that we are doing it again. We want YOU to be a part of the planning
by just saying, "I would like to do this"! I can assure you if it does
not break the law and sounds like fun, we will do it.
Now that we are all fired up, please join the gang for lunch, laughs,
and come up with something exciting and creative to do.
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Fall Weekend Getaway
The Mercedes-Benz Club and the
Packard Club of San Diego
Joanne
Barnard's
SLK 230 and
Pete and
Jen's 280SL

Rudy's ride and Rosie the Ross buggy
As usual, the weather was perfectly beautiful for
vintage motor cars and fun-loving people to enjoy
the fall weather in the mountains of Idyllwild, CA.
There were both vintage Packards, Mercedes-Benz,
and speaking for myself, a vintage person. Richard
and Karen Schauer arrived early to set up the
Hospitality Suite, and Carol Ross brought a plethora of Halloween items to decorate the room. I must
add that Richard makes a fine Margarita. Long before sunset, the room was filled with laughter and
tall tales of motor vehicle accomplishments,
mechanical achievements, shopping, and plans
for the next day. Some went to dinner, while
Carol and I, along with others, did not.

Rudy and Cheryl's new ride an SL 400 with
a 1941 Packard leading the way
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Right: Going around the
table David Coomber, Leigh
Johnson, Rudy Wokoek Rose
Bolton and Steve Ross. In
the corner is Munira Comber
watching Jen Lobner sniff
the Jagermeister bottle.

David, Richard Schauer standing
Regional Director of the San Diego
Packard Club, Pete Lobner and Rudy
Hradecky

Catherine Woolsey and Luke the wonder Dog
from the Packard Club

Karl, Jim, and Pete

Ladies of Mercedes Benz, Munira, Jen, Joanne, and Cheryl

Everyone laughing and having a
good time.
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Saturday morning was a bit crisp and quite refreshing. I flung open the
door to our cabin and what did I smell but the aroma of fresh coffee and
bacon cooking coming from Mr. Schauer's cabin, so I thought, well, he
must have a kitchen. Microwaves can't make a smell like that. I just
assumed ole Richard was cooking us breakfast, but nay, nay, not the
case. A few of us hung out by his door waiting for a come-on in which,
alas, never came.
We hit the downtown area of Idyllwild about 9:30 am, had some grits,
and started seeing the sights, shops, art show. I also heard there was
wine tasting. I sincerely believe that we did our part to boost the
economy of Idyllwild.
As you can observe from the above photos the wildlife in Idyllwild is a bit different than what we are
accustomed to seeing. Maybe it is the water.

Let us in we want food says
Steve, Rick, Lynn, and Jim
We are in and seated L to R: Jim Carol, Catherine, Karen,
Richard reading menu, Mike, Tana, Rick, and Lyn
Back to the cabin to rest up, then to the Hospitality Suite for
snacks, libations, and yep, more fun. Two of our guys, one
from Packard Club and one from Mercedes-Benz Club, both
engineers, one from MIT and the other an aerospace guy,
were called on to reattach a humerus to the shoulder socket.
Be advised the photos may be gruesome, and you may decide
which one is MIT and which one is the aerospace guy
.
Leigh Johnson and David Comber performing an
unsuccessful Humerus reattachment. The lone guitar
player with the detached arm was our sole source of
entertainment and it did not seem to deter his ability.
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The Blue Bird Inn provided a shuttle to take us Restaurant Gastrongome while some of us drove.
Gastrongome; Gastrongome sounds halloweenish to me. It is an excellent place to dine for special
occasions or just eat. The staff handled our large group as if "we do this every night." Again there
was a lot of laughing going on, more tales, and getting acquainted. I desperately looked for a frown
or, better yet, a sullen face and not a one in sight.

The Packard leader says "OK listen up". I forgot what he said.

Looking to your
right you may see
Leigh Johnson and
the rest of our
merry group seated
at another table.
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Back to the fun room, more talk, and tall tales, rumors, and then to bed.
Sunday morning Karen and her assistants were busy packing everything up, loading the car, and
cleaning. Carol was boxing up the decorations…it seemed to me there were more than we brought up.
I am suspecting there may have been some shopping items hidden in with the Halloween things. In
case you were wondering, what I was doing? Nothing but watching, while seated, I might add.
Remember, I am vintage, think of me like a "trailer queen." Think about that or not.

Before heading home we went to Leigh and Mary Jo
Johnson's home to see Leigh's cars and check the
guard dogs. Of course we had to drive through the
twisty road and tall pines. In the photo at right, the
small white car is Joanne leading the pack in her
230SLK followed by the Lobner's 280SL

On our way to the Johnson's we stopped to see a property displaying a variety of mining,
railroad, and U.S Post Office memorabilia from back in the day. It is not open to the public
so we viewed everything from the road.

My first time to saw a cotton seed planter

A take off from a more famous poem
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Mary Jo points to a bird a plane or?? Cheryl takes a photo of whatever it is?

A couple of Leigh's projects and his concours ready 1941 180 Packard

.

A drawing was held for the Grand Prize and the winners
were Jen and Pete Lobner. They won a $50.00 gift
certificate to the Cohn Family Restaurants

Turkey Tom and Capt Bones, the mascots
The weekend was beautiful and fun. No one was injured, none of the automobiles had an issue, and
most of all, we had a GOOD time. There were joint Mercedes-Benz, Packard events discussed for next
year (NOT dinner events) we are talking about driving and some gymkhanas
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USS MIDWAY TOUR
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH, 2019
Please note change of date to the 16th
The USS Midway was commissioned in August 1945 and was
the largest carrier in the world until 1955. It was the first
Aircraft Carrier that large to pass through the Panama Canal.
The Midway operated in the fleet for 47 years, seeing duty in
Vietnam and Operation Desert Storm before being
decommissioned in 1992. The Midway was named to
commentate the battle of Midway in WWII, and is now a
museum in San Diego, CA. The ship has several Naval aircraft
on the flight deck that operated off the Midway during its
nearly half century of service.

During our tour of the ship your may see the ship from the engine
room to the Admirals Bridge. You will have the opportunity to
experience the enormity and complexity of a United States Navy
Aircraft Carrier.
We will meet at the Ticket Booth at the USS Midway by 9:50 AM on
Saturday, the 16th of November. You can buy tickets in advance at a
discount on the Midway website—www.midway.org. Prices are: $22
Adults; $19 Seniors (62+); $9 Retired Military and Spouses. Online
tickets are valid for one year from date of purchase. Otherwise, add
one dollar if purchased at the Midway Ticket Booth.
Parking is $10.00 at the Midway Pier, and is good all day.
We’ll tour the Midway at our leisure, and can use Audio Guides which
are available at reception desk. We’ll tour from 10:00 AM until
12:00PM. Afterwards, we have Reservations at 12:30 PM at
The Fish Market for lunch where you may order off the menu
individually with an 18% gratuity. Lunch is limited to the first 25
people who RSVP to Rudy.
To RSVP for lunch, please call Rudy at: 619-246-2094 or
email him at (sdrudy@earthlink.net) prior to November 14th!!!
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Annual planning meeting
and gathering of our members
Help us get a head start on next year’s
planning of events while enjoying lunch
with some of the most helpful people in
the world, our MBCA members.
The purpose of getting together is to
have a nice lunch, visit, tell Mercedes
Benz tales, and discuss what we are
going to do next year to have a good
time with our Star Cars. Shall we have a
rallye, go to dinner, have a technical
event, have an overnight trip with a car
venue, OR??? You may participate, or
not. The goal to create a year of fun,
education, enlightening, and enjoyable.
Note: The Board also may be electing new officers for the coming year.
DETAILS ARE:
Place: Mimi's Cafe and Bakery, 10788 Westview Parkway, San Diego, CA
Date and Time: Saturday, November 23, 2019, at 11:30 am (open seating)
For Reservations email Victoria Mazelli at: victoria.mazelli@gmail.com.
or call 858-229-3380 and let us know how many are attending in your group.

See ya Saturday November 23!
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Desert Stars - Enthusiasts Dinner and Auction Tours
Saturday January 18, 2020
VENUE
8600 E Anderson Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
5:30 - 6:30 Members Car Show and Mix and Mingle with Passed Hors d'oeuvres and Cash Bar.
6:30 Dinner catered by Cafe Pranzo, Speakers and Perhaps Some Other Surprises.
As car lovers descend on Arizona for the great car auctions of the valley, we will again celebrate the
classic car auction week with the Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner.
This year’s event will be held on Saturday evening January 18th, at VENUE 8600, a contemporary
event location five minutes from West World. Activities will start at 5:30 PM in the generous 200
spot parking area with the viewing and judging of the "People's Choice" contest featuring MBCA
members personal cars.
Following the voting, join us for appetizers and a no-host bar followed by dinner catered by Café
Pranzo, one of the valleys premier catering companies. We will also have our usual program of
speakers who will give their perspectives on the past week's auctions and current state of the
classic car market. Bring your questions and join the discussion.
While the dinner caps off the week of auction, there will again be guided tours at several of the
auctions locations during the week. These tours offer “up close and personal” viewing of some of
the exemplary cars being offered. To more information to follow.
For questions or credit card payments please call Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-9535. If you need
assistance in finding lodging while in the Valley let us know.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration Form
Enthusiasts Dinner, January 18, 2020
Register and Pay by January 8th
Name(s) registering: ______________________________________________
Number Attending_______
Street Address: _________________________________________________
City: State/Prov.: ________________________________________________
Zip:_______________
Phone No.: ________________________________

Day/ Night

Email Address: _________________________________________________
"People's Choice Car Show" List Car You Would Like to Show at the Dinner ____________________
$65 per person
Contact Debbie for availability or questions.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER
ALAS, NO CHICKEN DINNER WINNER THIS MONTH!

This is a 1931 Buick 96C convertible powered by a
straight 8 344 ci in engine giving it 104 horses. Cost
new: Base $1785 - more than a year’s wages for the
average Joe. Hourly wage at that time was .66 cents an
hour. This car was restored in 1983.

THE CHICKEN DINNER CAR FOR NOVEMBER

Give us the make and year of this automobile – there’s bonus points if you can identify the
coach builder. Let’s have a winner this month.
Be the first on your block to win that chicken dinner by sending Steve the make
and year of this automobile

**CHICKEN DINNER RULES. CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER CALENDAR YEAR
Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…
and if you’re correct, the editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Some historians believe that the first car radio was introduced by Chevorlet in 1922 for only $200.00.
the radio was "clink" heavy (50 pounds), had very short range and cost 25 to 50% as much as the
car. It came with an antenna that was like a clothes line on the roof, two oversized batteries under
the seat, and two large speakers behind the seat. The fifty ponds did not include include the
batteries!!!

Note the radio may be used to hear sermons.
instrument of the devil.

The radio was considered by some be to be an

The first Eurpoean car radio made its appearance in 1933. It was called an Audiosuper 5 and was
developed by Band, carried the blue dot (Blauer Punkt) and was developed by Bosch in Stuttraest
Germany. Blaupunkt would become the company until 2009. This radio weighed in the 50 lb. range.

Pleasant Journeys in the car thanks to radio Blaupunkt; 1933
I am sure this is supposed to be a Mercedes-Benz
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WHATS HAPPENING IN OUR WORLD
S.Ross

WELCOME ABOARD
The MBCA and the San Diego Section welcome you to our Mercedes-Benz world.
Please join us as soon as possible and join in the fun. Have a question
contact the membership guy, me, 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net or any board member.

Scott Kameron

Brian Lepis

The roster does not list what Mercedes-Benz these folks have but, I am sure it is a beauty. We would love
Mercedes- Benz be it new, old, vintage, well used or Concours. Yes, we love diesels too!

WE THANK YOU
The San Diego Section and the MBCA sincerely thank you for Renewing your membership
and for your continued support.

Michael Kent

For sale

Michael Strickland

Nelson Kirk

For sale

Peter Lobner

For sale

2002 Mercedes E55 AMG (last year of W210 model), under 41,000 original miles, second owner.
5.5-Liter V-8 engine; color: Brilliant Silver Metallic; black leather interior;
heated front seats; 5-speed automatic transmission; COMAND navigation system;
xenon headlamps; multi-disc CD player; sunroof Owner’s Manual
Recent maintenance: new battery, 4 new Michelin Pilot Sport A/S 3 Z- rated tires,
rebuilt A/C compressor, all within the last 1,000 miles of operation. March 2018 California Smog Check.
Lovingly maintained; all repair records available back to December2003. Similarly-configured and
low-mileage 2002 E55 sold in April on Bring a Trailer auction website for $29,250; asking $24,950.

Call Bill Speer at: 619-417-3685 or e-mail: bspeer@sciti.com.
Location: Coronado, CA. California car since original sale
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FOR SALE
GOT SOMETHIING TO SELL? List it here for free,
sorry members only, and maybe we can make two
people happy.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL
619-508-3925
RARE PACKARD PIANO URGENTLY
NEEDS A HOME

For Sale
1967 MBZ
250SL
Pagoda
• 102,000 Miles
• Signal Red, Black Interior
• NO Accidents
• All Original Invoices
• Nut/Bolt Restoration
by Top Professional MBZ
Specialist in 2013
• 100 Point ShowCar
• 13 First in Class
• 3 Best of Show
PRICE REDUCED -- PRICE
REDUCED

$220,000

Original Owner, Gary Jarvis San Diego, CA

619-670-1375

This very rare hundred year old Packard piano
desperately needs a new home, and SOON! Due to
a storage space problem this incredible instrument
needs some loving person to take it and give it a
new home. In lieu of that is there someone willing
to provide temporary storage for the piano until a
permanent home can be found for it? We plan to
spread the word far and wide that the piano is
available so as to promptly find its new home.
Condition: the cabinet is original and in excellent
shape, but the instrument needs repair and tuning.

Anyone wishing to help is asked to call Phil
Pizzuto at 760-724-6655 (h); or 760-2075032 (c)
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Change of Address, Phone # or e-mail
If you have a change-of-address,
e-mail mbca.org
MBCA National Business Office.
1-800-637-2360

We are always looking for volunteers to help out
with ideas, planning, and coordinating events.
If you would like to feature your MercedesBenz vehicle(s) in this Newsletter with an
interesting story or photo, please submit in
digital format via e-mail to:

inewsx@sbcglobal.net

We would love to get to know you & your Mercedes-B
Come to an event and ask us how to obtain a FREE
name badge. Maybe even a free beverage.

NOV 2019
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FOR SALE OR WANT ADS:

Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial
or business sales allowed in the classified ad section.
Business advertising is available at competitive rates.
Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad rates.
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” section
e-Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net
Please contact Steve every month to continue your AD

THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR YOUR
AD OR FOR SOMETHING YOU, AS A
MEMBER, NO LONGER HAVE A USE
FOR. AS YOU MAY KNOW THE COST
FOR A MEMBER TO RUN AN AD FOR
THEIR ITEM IN THE STAR IS FREE.
YEP WE SAID FREE.
IF YOU HAVE A BUSINESS AD OUR
RATES ARE QUITE REASONABLE.
YOU COULD USE THIS SPACE TO
MAKE AN ANNOUNCEMENT

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name badge?
Here’s how to order one: Go to the MBCA website
www.mbca.org,
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event Equipment
Store and scroll down and click on the Name Badge.
You are now in the order form.
Second method: Log onto MBCA website and enter
Name Badge in the search box at upper right hand corner
of screen, click on the Magnifying Glass icon and this will
take you to the order form OR you may call 800-637-2360,
ask for Anna McBride. She will take your order.
All payments are made via credit card.

A car salesman and his car in 1933?
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This

Attention Advertisers

To send a file or for any changes
e-Mail Steve at inewsx@sbcglobal.net

Phone (619) 327-0200
Fax(619) 327-0237
1(800) 841-1014

MOTOR WORKS, INC.
Automotive Machine Shop
European Engine Specialists

www.motorworkspromach.com
1625 Coolidge
Ave. National City,
CA 91950

5475 Car Country Drive
Carlsbad, CA 92008
(760) 438-4454

For the finest in German
engine machinework

OCEAN BEACH BOAT & AUTO

UPHOLSTERY

Complete Custom Detail
Regular $175.00
For MBCA Club Members
$129.00
**Plus FREE loan car for the
day. (Must present this coupon)

10% Discount
On
Parts and Labor to MBCA
Members

(Must present Club membership card
while making service appointment)

SINCE 1947
DAVID SKOGLUN
4838 Voltaire Street San Diego, CA 92107
CA 92107(619) 223-9797
Mention this ad and make an appointment in June for the following prices:

107 Chassis tops:
German $945
Sonnendeck canvas top $895 One-day turnaround
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2019 Schedule of Events
MBCA – San Diego Section

Our motto “Have it your way, as long
as it’s FUN!” Always remember…this is
YOUR club.
New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member!!!
Note: All dates may be subject to change

EVENT DATE 2019

EVENT DESCRIPTION

EVENT CHAIR/COORDINATOR

Sunday, November 17

USS Midway Tour

Rudy Hradecky

Saturday November 23

Planning Meeting

Victoria Mazelli

Sunday, December 15

Holiday Party at the Country Club
of Rancho Bernardo

Anthony Ockunzzi and Victoria Mazelli

MEMBERS BUSINESS CARDS
Below are the business cards that may be used as an introduction when you see a fellow
Mercedes-Benz driver. It is convenient to carry with you, and is a professional means to introduce
yourself to a Mercedes-Benz owner and gives the other person a means to see what our club is
about. Hopefully the card will peak the interest of people to join the MBCA and the San Diego
Section. You may put your name and phone number on the card if you want. These business cards
will be given to our membership at events in the future. If you want business cards now please let
Steve Ross know at 619-508-3925 or ineewsx@sbcglopbal.net and we will cards to you.

Star Bulletin
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NOVEMBER 2019
SPECIAL MBCA Board Meeting
November 23 @ 11:30 AM
Mimi’s Cafe, 10788 Westview Parkway
San Diego CA (Mira Mesa)

WANT TO JOIN THE SAN DIEGO SECTION OF
THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA?
IT’S EASY JUST GO TO MBCA.ORG OR
USE THE QR CODE BELOW.

Note: Our regular Board meetings are scheduled
on the 3rd Tuesday of the month
The board has occasionally cancelled meetings when there is a
small amount of business that can be considered adequately
by telephone or e-mail. If you are considering joining us
at a board meeting, please call a board member first to
make sure the meeting will take place as scheduled.

YOU MAY ALSO EMAIL: inewsx@sbcglobal.net

MBCA San Diego Section
President’s Message - November 2019

http://sandiego.mbca.org
November is the time of year when we are reminded to count our blessings. To appreciate
and honor our Military this month, please join your friends in the club at the USS Midway
Tour on Saturday, November 16th. With the recent ongoing devastation throughout California,
we also need to be thankful for the continuous help and dedication of our Police, Fire, and
Medical First Responders. Our time with our own family and our Mercedes-Benz friends is so
precious. One of my favorite affirmations is: “The more grateful I am, the more beauty I see.”
Please join the Board as we look forward to 2020…
Attend the Planning Meeting on
Saturday, November 23rd. See details in this issue.

Happy Thanksgiving
Cheers, Victoria - MBCA President - San Diego Section

