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Attention members: We hope you will
support our advertisers... they support this
bulletin Mention our newsletter when you
contact them.
The MBCA, the San Diego Section, its
Officers, members, MBUSA, Smart GmbH,
and AMG, however, make no inference, that
advertising in this bulletin implies approval
of their products or services

Is your membership due for
renewal? Don’t let it expire
and miss out on the fun we
have in the MBCA- San Diego
Section

FUTURE PLANS FOR THE YEAR
Check out the schedule on Page 16 to see what your
board has is in the works for the rest of this post COVID
year. Maybe, we will be moving about mask less, wow
what a thought, and see how we have all changed in the
past months.

AIRSTREAM MEMBERS
Six Airstream owners are new MBCA club members this
month. We heartily welcome them and all of the
Airstream owners to come to one of our events. Many of
us are interested in hearing about the airstream, SO
please join us soon.

Visit us on face book at
https://www.facebook.com//MBCA
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Gary Skaggs

The San Diego Section welcomes you to our Mercedes-Benz world. Please join us ASAP and see
how we have fun. Have a question or comment, please contact Steve Ross, 619-508-3925 or
inewsx@sbcglobal.net

THANK YOU, OUR LOYAL MEMBERS FOR RENEWING
We sincerely thank you for renewing your membership and continued support of the San
Diego Section and the MBCA
Arnold Torma

Barbara Hauser

Gary Eastman

Yvonne Paris

Juan Valasenor

Martin Harrington

Benjamin Bustria
Jerry Dunford

Bill Neff
Susan Miller

Dennis O'Leary

Gordon Davies

Jon Krause

Martin Harrington
Roger Roberge

Anthony Edwards

Your membership expiring soon? Please consider renewing as we do not want to lose
you. Question contact Steve Ross at, inewsx@sbcglobal.net

MBCA Board Meeting May 18 @ 6:30 PM
Meetings at Applebee’s on
9480 Mira Mesa Blvd
Note: Our regular Board meetings are
scheduled on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

WANT TO JOIN THE SAN DIEGO SECTION OF
THE MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA?
IT’S EASY JUST GO TO MBCA.ORG
OR USE THE QR CODE BELOW.

The board has occasionally cancelled meetings
when there is a small amount of business that
can be considered adequately by telephone or
e-mail. If you are considering joining us at a
board meeting, please call a board member
first to make sure the meeting will take place
as scheduled.

San Diego Section Newsletter

Page 2 of 16

Star Bulletin

May 2021

THE OASIS CAMEL
DAIRY TOUR
S. Ross

What an educational tour! We were told you can’t go to any store and buy Camel milk but, you can
buy a camel and use the milk. Here is how it works, you buy a camel and take it to a facility that
boards Camels, they take care of the Camel for you and milk it. Of course you pay the Dairyman for
the care and feeding of your camel. After milking, the milk is given to you. Of course you may bypass
all these steps by buying a Camel and milking it yourself or have your wife milk it--just kidding. A
Camels closest relative is a Llama, I used to have Llamas, so if you are really into the Camelini family
of animals, contact me.
We met up at the Boll Weevil restaurant in Ramona to fortify our
bodies with food and drink in preparation for the journey to the
Camel Dairy.
President Kruse greeted us with a big
smile as we arrived, Rose Bolton is
making her way to a table

Pete Lobner, Lynn Stroble,
Rick Carlson and Joanne
Bernard. The Packard and
Mercedes-Benz folks seem to
be getting along just fine

Brian Kruse is setting behind Patti
Arnold and Jim Stewart. Jim gets a
gold star for wearing his name tag

I’ll see you later
as I am a rare bird

Elizabeth, Amber and Radu Alexandru

Rudy and Cheryl Hradecky
Janette Hay
and Bob
Gunthorp,
displaying the
Boll Weevil
menu

Joey Costa
and Debra
Lopez with
Jen and Pete
Lobner and a
side view of
Rick Carlson
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Karlene and her father Karl Keller, Brian and Diana Kruse
Rose Bolton and Rudy
Wokoek. Rudy is showing us where his
name tag would be if he had one

Miguel Koenig and Tony Michel. Miguel drove his GTc AMG, S63. I hope I got
that correct

After everyone was fed we proceeded to the waiting automobiles and
headed out for the drive to the Camel Dairy. For those who did not
join us, this is a beautiful drive through the country side. Everything
was green and lots of flowers, very much the look of spring time.
There were several Mercedes-Benz automobiles to get
parked, on the grass of course, and some of them are
shown here. Alas there were no Packards attending as most
were getting prepared for a big Packard event in May.
The Red Ferrari showed up again attempting to pass for a
Packard. This may be understandable as it is said that Enzo
got the idea for his V-12 from Packard.

The grey E500 in the photo is a highly desirable Mercedes-Benz and very few were made. It is Karl Keller’s ride

We were greeted by Nancy the owner of the Oasis

Nancy gave a very entertaining, amusing and informative talk about the
Oasis and the animals they have there. Some of the animals are rather
rare, while many are farm stock we are all familiar with. Of course the
main event were the camels, which we saw last in our tour.
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Nancy points out where the camels are. If it weren’t for
the dress attire, we look like a group of terrorists , what
with the masks . We also look to relaxed and nonchalant to
be very aggressive

The turkeys on
parade. I am
told they do
this during
mating rituals

Back in the day there were turkey races in Ramona and may still from time to time at the oasis.
The fine print says the lady riding the turkey was the 1938 turkey Queen, Dottie Richardson
Mcintosh (would you want that on your resume?). Read the Barcode above and watch the race
with Nancy announcing. It was said that the races wore out the original red truck seen in the
photo and an expensive high quality replacement had to be purchased.
We saw sheep, turkeys, goats, a chicken, and an African Grey Crowned Crane. We also got to feed
the sheep and Camels. We fed the camels pieces of apple on a stick, and I believe we used sticks
to ensure no one lost a finger. We had a super fun time interacting with the animals.
San Diego Section Newsletter
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This is a Grey Crowned Crane.

The Grey Crowned Crane goes by several
names, among them the African Crowned
Crane. The Grey Crowned Crane is native
to Africa.
The Grey Crowned
Crane is the National
Bird of Uganda and is
depicted on the
country's flag and coat
of arms

This looks like a “Selfie” of Debra and Joey
with a camel trying to bomb the photo

Janette and Joanne feeding the sheep

Joey stares down a
rare bird. Find the bird

Sun Conures
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Nick appears to be an old hand at
feeding camels as, Tony looks on.
The arm belongs to Miguel

Carol gives a treat as
the hand of Diana
awaits

Debra takes her turn

Cheryl feeds her camel
Janette with her camel

Camel tells Karlene no apple no
touch

Anne Kenner and Nick and Raisa
Pisano observe as Karl feeds his camel

Joey encounters his
first camel—Back off
Dude!

Joanne,
Cheryl and
Elizabeth.
Just
hangin out

Rudy, in
cap, and
Steve
query
Nancy
about
the traits
of a
camel
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Rick and Lynn

The un-masked, Raisa Pisano
These sheep want to be fed,
Joanne Barnard!

Yes the was a gift shop, albeit a small one, and the
ladies found it

Bob Gunthorp, Karlene and her father, Karl Keller
You are looking at two important men and a very lovely lady
in this photo. These two guys have been members of our
section longer than anyone else, except for one other. Karl
Keller is number two long time member and Bob Gunthorp is
number three. Longest time member? The guy I call Mr.
Mercedes-Benz, none other than Gary Jarvis. I am fortunate
to call these guys friends, and appreciate all they have
contributed to our organization, for several years now.
The response to this tour was extremely positive, and we
had some new faces joining us. We are looking into
something like this for future outings. Any ideas out
there??? Let us know and action will be taken.
I receive so many really good photos from everyone that I have a difficult time deciding which ones to
use. I suppose we could show them all; the newsletter person really appreciates it.
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POPEYE THE SAILOR MAN REALLY EXISTED!
His real name was Frank "Rocky" Fiegel. He was born in
1868 in Poland and, as a child, immigrated to the United
States with his parents, who settled down in a small town
in Illinois. As a young man, Rocky went to sea. After a 20
year career as a sailor in the Merchant Marines, Fiegel
retired. He was later hired by Wiebusch's Tavern in the
city of Chester, Illinois as a ‘Bouncer’ to maintain orderin
the rowdy bar.
Rocky quickly developed a reputation for always being
involved in fighting (and usually winning). As a result, he
had a deformed eye ("Pop-eye"). He also ‘always’ smoked
his pipe, so he always spoke out of one side of his mouth.
In his spare time as a Bouncer, Rocky would entertain the
customers by regaling them with exciting stories of
adventures he claimed to have had over his careeras a
sailor crossing the ‘Seven Seas.’
The creator of Popeye, Elzie Crisler Segar, grew up in
Chester and, as a young man, met Rocky at the tavern and would sit for hours listening to the old
sailor’s amazing ‘sea stories.’ Years later, Segar became a cartoonist and developed acomic strip
called ‘Thimble Theater.’ He honoured Fiegel by asking if he could model his new comic strip
character, ‘Popeye the Sailor Man,’ after him. Naturally Fiegel was flattered and agreed.
Segar claimed that ‘Olive Oyl,’ along with other characters, was also loosely based on an actual
person. She was Dora Paskel, owner of a small grocery store in Chester. She actually looked much
like the Olive Oyl character in his comics. He claimed she even dressed much the same way.
Through the years, Segar kept in touch with Rocky and always helped him with money; giving him a
small percentage of what he earned from his ‘Popeye’ illustration

OK, I know this had nothing to do with Mercedes-Benz or even automobiles but, Popeye is
every sailors hero and besides, Frank may have owned a Packard and if not, I bet he rode
in one!.
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER
WE HAVE A WINNER! Jon Bernardi correctly identified this 1967 Glas 1700. Rudy Wokoek
came on number 2. Jon has termed out for this year

HERE IS YOUR MYSTERY CAR FOR APRIL
This car was designed by a well-known coach builder

\

Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house by winning
the Chicken Dinner Award! Win this prestigious award by sending to
Steve Ross the make, model, and year of this automobile
**CHICKEN DINNER RULES. CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER
CALENDAR YEAR
Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…
and if you’re correct, the editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event
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FOR SALE
1973 Mercedes Benz 280C Coupe. One Owner. Runs and drives great. In mint

condition inside and out. It has
always been kept in the garage since purchased. It has been driven and treated as a
classic since the early 1990s. Asking $20.000.00. Contact Harold at 949-813-7766
for more information. Shown by appointment only

BUD HARTWELL 1926-2021

We are sad to announce the passing of
long-time member Bud Hartwell. Bud
joined our club in 1977, making him one of
our more senior club members. Bud and
Christine were very active in the MBCA and
contributed significantly to our Section for
many years.
Bud was a native San Diegan, and was an
avid old car fan. Bud and Christine
belonged to seven car clubs: AACA,
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Gullwing
Group, Classic Car Club of America, Volvo
Sports of America and International, and
was a founder of the San Diego Triumph
Car Club.
Our sincere condolences to Christine
(married for 43 years) and their children,
grandchildren, and great grandchildren.
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For Sale
1967 MBZ 250SL
Pagoda
•

102,000 Miles

•

Signal Red, Black Interior

•

NO Accidents

•
•

All Original Invoices
Nut/Bolt Restoration by Top Professional MBZ
Specialist in 2013

•

100 Point ShowCar

PRICE REDUCED – PRICED REDUCED

•
•

13 First in Class
3 Best of Show

Original Owner, Gary Jarvis San Diego, CA

$220,000

619-670-1375

FOR SALE
R-107 POLISHED AIR FILTER HOUSING
Will fit the 560SL, 450SL and the 380SL
First $200.00 takes this
CALL KEVIN AT 858-232-9271
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FOR SALE OR WANT ADS:

Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial
or business sales allowed in the classified ad section.
Business advertising is available at competitive rates.
Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad rates.
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” section
e-Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net
Please contact Steve every month to continue your AD

We are always looking for volunteers to help
out with ideas, planning, and coordinating
events.
If you would like to feature your
Mercedes- Benz vehicle(s) in this
Newsletter with an interesting story or
photo, please submit in digital format via
e-mail to:

inewsx@sbcglobal.net

We would love to get to know you & your MercedesBenz. Come to an event and ask us how to obtain a
FREE
b d
M b
f

Change of Address, Phone # or e-mail
If you have a change-of-address,
e-mail mbca.org
MBCA National Business Office.
1-800-637-2360

THIS SPACE MAY BE USED FOR YOUR AD
OR FOR SOMETHING YOU, AS A MEMBER,
NO LONGER HAVE A USE FOR. AS YOU MAY
KNOW THE COST FOR A MEMBER TO RUN
AN AD FOR THEIR ITEM IN THE STAR IS
FREE. YEP WE SAID FREE.
IF YOU HAVE A BUSINESS AD OUR RATES
ARE QUITE REASONABLE.
YOU COULD USE THIS SPACE TO MAKE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name
badge? Here’s how to order one: Go to the MBCA
website www.mbca.org,
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event
Equipment Store and scroll down and click on the
Name Badge.
You are now in the order form.
Second method: Log onto MBCA website and enter
Name Badge in the search box at upper right hand
corner of screen, click on the Magnifying Glass icon
and this will take you to the order form OR you may call
800- 637-2360, ask for Anna McBride. She will take your
order.
All payments are made via credit card.
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2021 Schedule of Events
MBCA – San Diego Section

Our motto “Have it your way, as long as
it’s FUN!” Always remember…this is
YOUR club. Events highlighted in red
are not official events but you may want
to attend
New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member!
Note: All dates may be subject to change

EVENT DATE 2021 EVENT DESCRIPTION
June 13
July TBD
August 22
September 18
October 17
November 20
December 12

Father’s Day drive and
picnic
Winery Tour/car show in Temecula
Pebble Beach/legends of the
autobahn

EVENT CHAIR/COORDINATOR
TBD
Pam Leonard
Steve
Bob

Bob’s BBQ
Cooley Museum
Members luncheon

TBD
Steve
The Board

Holiday Gala

SEE YA ON THE ROAD
San Diego Section Newsletter
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MAY 2021
http://sandiego.mbca.org

MBCA San Diego Section

President’s Message – May 2021

Your club needs you! We are in need of a Vice President for our club and with over
300 members surely there is someone out there who wants to hang out with our
fabulous board members! A fresh face with some fresh ideas is just what our club
needs. The board meets (finally back in person!) once a month at a restaurant and
discusses club business as well as dining and enjoying each other’s company. Please
let me or another board member know if you are interested in.
We had an amazing turn out for our last event as you can see by all the fabulous
pictures submitted by the group and Steve’s write-up. I look forward to the May 2nd drive and seeing
all of you and your beautiful Mercedes-Benz rides.
Thank you for your support of the club and please consider running for an officer position this year.

Drive safely.
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