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to lease in Europe. Drivers in Germany can
now lease the GLC for 799 euros ($917) a
month, with drivers returning the car at the
end of the full-service, closed-end lease.
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Attention Members: We hope you will
support our advertisers…they
support this Bulletin. Mention our
Newsletter when you contact them.
The MBCA, the San Diego Section, its
Officers, members, MBUSA, smart
GmbH, and AMG, however, make no
inference, that advertising
in this Bulletin implies approval of
their products or services.
Is your membership due for renewal?
Don't let it expire and miss out
on the fun we have in the
MBCA - San Diego Section

Model of a a hydrogen motor on display at the MB Museum in
Stuttgart

The Mercedes-Benz GLC FCell model is the first plugin hybrid vehicle that
combines a fuel cell with a
battery that can be charged
via a standard wall outlet.
Mercedes said that the

real-world test will help refine the technology. Mercedes plans to offer the
vehicle in Japan next.
The GLC F-Cell has a driving range of 478 kilometers (297 miles) and takes
about three minutes to refill the on-board hydrogen tank. GLC F-Cell is equipped
with a 13.5 kWh lithium-ion battery that powers its 208-hp electric motor. The
fuel cell system is installed under the hood in place of the conventional engine.
Fuel cell technology, which uses a
hydrogen fuel cell stack to generate
electricity, has been slow to gain
traction because of high costs and a
lack of a hydrogen refueling
infrastructure.
A model of a working hydrogen
fuel cell on display at the
Mercedes-Benz Museum in
Stuttgart
See page 12 for more about the Mercedes-Benz Hydrogen powered vehicle
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Membership meeting and planning session
S. Ross

Several members joined the board for
lunch and planning events for the coming
year. It was a significant meeting lead by
Victoria, our president, and the input
from the members was extremely helpful.
I, for one, hope we continue future
planning meetings. It’s always good to
have new ideas. Member Ed Masucci
suggested we go to the Cordiano
Winery…this idea has been expanded into
having a clean car show for fun. The
winery has a large open lawn which has
been used in the past for a display of
automobiles. We are planning to go to
Borrego Springs in May to enjoy the "Blooming Desert" and have a picnic. We are looking into getting
discounted rooms for anyone who wants to spend the night. In August, we are going to the races! Horse
races that is, at Del Mar and we are inviting the Orange County Section to join us. A planning committee
is setting up a visit to museums in Los Angeles in October, of which there are many. This event will be a
two-night trip. A drive up to Idyllwild also is in the works. We want to get some driving on fun roads into
the mix of our Mercedes-Benz experience. We are returning to the Country Club of Rancho Bernardo for
our Holiday year-end party. Member, Anthony Ockunzzi (Country Club Executive) and President, Victoria
Mazelli are leading the planning for this one! How can we be so lucky? Please keep in mind there are
plans to get a group together for a weekend at Buttonwillow. Rudy Hradecky is setting this up for us. The
cost to use the Buttonwillow track is very inexpensive, and opportunities like this just don't come along
very often.
Michael Davidson, the Rocky Mountain Regional Director,
and his wife Connie, joined us for lunch and graciously
contributed to our planning meeting.

Jen and Pete Lobner are seated
with Anthony Ockunzzi. Anthony,
a new member, joins us at his first
meeting. In fact he had been a
member for only 3 weeks. He
brought some fresh new ideas that
would be fun for our club to do.
Welcome aboard Anthony!
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Alan and Eda Adelman along with Joanne are laughing it
up and having a great time while the editor looks on
confused. Eda had just won a new ball cap which she
generously donated back to the club.

WHATS HAPPENING IN OUR MEMBERSHIP WORLD
S. Ross

WE WELCOME ABOARD
The MBCA and the San Diego Section welcomes you to our Mercedes-Benz world. Please join us as soon as possible
and join in the fun. Have a question contact the membership guy, me,
619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net or any board member.
Steven Dixon

Tom O'Hara

James Peck

The roster does not list what Mercedes-Benz these folks have but, I am sure it is a beauty. We would love
Mercedes-Benz be it new, old, vintage, well used or concours. Yes we love diesels too!

WE THANK

The San Diego Section and the MBCA sincerely thank you for renewing your membership and for your
continued support
Alan Adelman

John Analla

Drew Bernet

Fred Coleman

David Coomber

George Cossolias

Will Deatrick

Kay Erdmann

Roy Graf

Timothy Hughes

Oskar Kirsten

Richard Mann

Thomas McBride

Dieter Mees

Bob Muscio

Dennis F Penn DMD

John Scott

Stephen Shapley

Charlie Sougias

E Terry
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VALEN TI NE LUNCHEON
February 16, 2019
PACK UP THE BENZ, TAKE YOUR SWEEETIE BY THE HAND AND
JOIN US FOR A LUNCHEON AT THE SOUTHWEST YACHT CLUB.
THIS WAS A HUGE SUCCCESS LAST YEAR
SO…WHY NOT DO IT AGAIN?

WHERE

Southwestern Yacht Club, 2702 Qualtrough Street.
San Diego, CA 92106

WHEN:

Saturday, February 16, 2019 at 12:00 pm

COST:

$25.00 Per Person

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MBCA San Diego Section
DEADLINE: February 12, 2019

Name:

Phone:

Luncheon Choice:
#

SWYC Cobb Salad

#

Grilled Ruben Sandwich

#

Grilled Mahi Mahi Fish Taco

#

Yacht Club Burger/Cheeseburger

#

Cheese or Chicken Quesadilla

And Chocolate Sweetheart Dessert
Amount enclosed ($25.00 x # meals) = $
SEND RESERVATION TO : Marjo Miller at 3754 Rosecroft Lane, San Diego, CA 92016-3240A
The view is much better with the ocean air and the cost is a
“Sweetheart” deal. Speaking of costs, your Board is working very hard
to keep our functions as low as possible without compromising quality
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A fun car show and lunch at a secluded winery

Ed Marcus and Victoria have selected
a quaint small winery located on some
very nice roads to exercise your Star
car and your driving skills if you
choose to do so, safely of course. The
Cordiano Winery is family run
vineyard with a casual outdoor eatery
featuring thin-crust pizza and
Italian /desserts.
There will be a car show and when we say car show we mean bring your Mercedes-Benz and a prize
will be awarded for the oldest, prettiest, and most unusual. A select panel will be selected to
determine the winners. Of course valuable "to die for" awards will be presented to the winning
Mercedes-Benz. No pressure just fun. Bring a chair if you want, as there will be refreshments while
we admire our beautiful automobiles and visit.
HERE ARE THE PARTICULARS
WHERE: CORDIANO WINERY
LOCATION: 15732 HIGHLAND VALLEY ROAD,
ESCONDIDO, CA.
WHEN:

SUNDAY MARCH 24, 2019

TIME: TEN O'CLOCK AM.
COST: ORDER YOUR LUNCH FROM THE MENU
PLEASE LET VICTORIA KNOW IF YOU ARE ATTENDING BY FRIDAY MARCH 22, 2019 SO
WE WILL KNOW HOW MANY PARKING SPACES TO RESERVE. VICTORIA CONTACT
Victoria.mazelli@gmail.com OR 858-229-3390
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BE A CHICKEN DINNER WINNER
Alas we have no a CHICKeN
DINNer WINNer !
This is a 1937 850 Coupe bodied by Glaser and was owned by Bernd
Rosemeyer - a very well known and winning race car driver in Germany
before the war. Rosemeyer was killed while driving the auto Union on the left
in a land speed record attempt on a regular traffic route on the Autobahn between
between Frankfurt and Darmstadt on 28 January 1938. Mercedes-Benz and
Auto Union were both competing to set the world record. Rudy Caracciola has
completed his runs and had set the record. Rosemeyer quite possibly would
have broken Rudy's speed has he not gone airborne and crashed. The record set by Caracciola of 268mph was
not broken until November 5, 2017 when a speed of 276.9 was set on a closed highway in Nevada.
Competing for the record against Rudolf Caracciola, Rosemeyer went out later in the day in his Auto Union
streamliner, setting a new class record of 432 km/h (268 mph). In an effort to raise the record still higher,
despite a report that wind was picking up, Rosemeyer took the streamliner out again. Rosemeyer was advised
by Caracciola not to try again until the wind had died down. After two preliminary runs he was on his third and
final attempt at 11:47, when the car suddenly went out of control. Whether caught by a gust of wind or by an
unforeseen aerodynamic effect, it skidded to the left onto the median, then right and off the highway, where it
went airborne and collided with a bridge embankment. Rosemeyer was thrown out of the car as it somersaulted
through the air; he died at the roadside.
A monument is erected on the spot where he was killed in 1938. Rosemeyer was a national hero and several
Nazi leaders attended his funeral. His wife of two years, Elly Beinhorn, was
an accomplished aviatrix and set several records for women. She and
Bernd were national heroes and darlings of the Nazi leaders. At the funeral
for Bernd several prominent Nazi leaders made speeches against her
wishes and she is said to have walked off in protest.

Correctly identify the brand of this motor car, year and the
model. First answer to S. Ross at 619-508-3925 or
inewsx@sbcglobal.net
is the winner of a chicken dinner.
This automobile was sold in the UK but under a different
name. The brand name was also sold in the USA in past years.

** CHICKEN DINNER RULES. CONTESTANTS MAY WIN ONLY 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER CALENDAR YEAR

Some say the internet is an excellent source to find the mystery car.
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BUTTONWILLOW DRIVING EVENTS 2019
SATURDAYS, Feb. 16th; Aug. 10th; and Dec. 7th;
2019 8:30 AM to 4:00PM
Fast facts about Buttonwillow

This is an opportunity for members of the Mercedes Club to participate in a one-day driving experience, either
on an individual basis or as an organized membership gathering. This is a one-day performance driving and
learning event on how to become a better driver and to learn more about the performance handling aspects of
your Mercedes.
Although this event held at a racetrack is referred to as performance driving, this is not what one’s primary reason for
going to Buttonwillow is all about. You will be given the opportunity to learn to drive your Mercedes more safely and
competently by a professional driver. You will learn about speed, cornering, braking, and more importantly the capability of
your Mercedes or other automobile, as well as your own driving capabilities. After instruction, you may, if you want, go to
the track solo and see how you do.
Buttonwillow Raceway Park is a motorsports park in Kern County, California, 10 miles (16 km) north of the town of
Buttonwillow and 28 miles (45 km) northwest of Bakersfield. It is located just off the Buttonwillow exit on I-5. Constructed
during World War 1 by world famous racing driver Dario Resta, it is now owned and operated by the California Sports Car
Club, a region of SCCA. Buttonwillow is the "flagship" track of Cal Club, and is also the location of the Cal Club's
administrative
offices.
(Courtesy
of
Wikipedia)
Visit the
Buttonwillow Raceway website
at:

buttonwillowraceway.com.

th

th

th

The scheduled meets for Saturdays during 2019 are as follows: February 16 , August 10 , and December 7 .
THE POINT IS TO NOT BE INTIMIDATED BY THE TERMS, RACE TRACK, PERFORMANCE DRIVING ETC. THIS IS AN
OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFE TIME TO LEARN ABOUT YOUR CARS PERFORMANCE, SAFETY FEATURES, AND HOW TO USE THEM
SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY. ANYONE WHO HAS PARTICIPATED IN THESE EVENTS COME AWAY A MUCH BETTER DRIVER…NOT
TO MENTION HAVING A BARREL OF. WOMEN HAVE ALWAYS DONE VERY WELL IN THESE EVENTS. WE HOPE TO SEE AS MANY
AS POSSIBLE THERE HAVING FUN WITH US!

Since the event is a one-day event, a suggested schedule would be to arrive by Friday late afternoon, plan on staying
overnight Saturday at one of the local motels, and leaving Sunday morning at your leisure. Lodging is available about 10
miles away at Motel 6 located just off the freeway south of the track. Phone 661-764-5121.
Reservations for these events can fill-up quickly. Please feel free to call Rudy Hradecky at 619-246-2094. Or email him at
sdrudy@earthlink.net as early as possible so we can reserve some slots. The cost is $195.00 for the one day, and

helmets can be rented at the track for $15.00. A $15.00 credit at the gift shop is also included.
NOTE: Rag- top convertibles are not allowed, although SL’s with an automatic roll bar are.
BUTTON WILLOW PERFORMANCE DRIVING UPDATE

The dates for the Buttonwillow Performance Driving Course being sponsored by the MBCA San Diego section are the
following
SATURDAYS: Feb. 16th; Aug. 10th; and Dec. 7th; 2019.
Registration is handled through the Buttonwillow website: buttonwillowraceway.com.
The cost is $195.00 for the one day, and helmets can be rented at the track for $15.00. The cost includes lunch, a $15.00
credit at the track store, and classroom instruction.
Rag top convertibles are not allowed, but SL models with the roll bar are allowed.
Lodging is available about 10 miles away at Motel 6. Phone 661/764-5121. Contact Rudy Hradecky for further info and
details by PHONE: 619/246-2094 or email: sdrudy@earthlink.net. You can also visit the Buttonwillow Raceway website :
buttonwillowraceway.com
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PagodaFest
Jeff Brook

PagodaFest is coming to San Diego in 2019! What is PagodaFest? In
a nutshell, PagodaFest is about and for Pagoda owners and
enthusiasts worldwide who own or otherwise enjoy the iconic
Mercedes- Benz 230 SL, 250 SL, and 280 SL roadsters and
convertibles and want to learn more about these cars.
Sponsored by the International Pagoda SL Group (www.sl113.org),
PagodaFest is not formally affiliated with MBCA. Most Pagoda
members own other Mercedes cars and are members of MBCA. Historically, Pagoda events
have drawn 25-30 or more Pagoda cars with attendance from all over the United States,
Canada, Europe, and even as far away as Australia.
PagodaFest San Diego will be the first Pagoda-focused event to take place west of the
Mississippi. PagodaFest San Diego will be headquartered at the Grand Pacific Palisades resort in
Carlsbad, with car activities scheduled for both Friday, October 4, at the Flower Fields adjacent
the Grand Pacific, and a drive starting from the Grand Pacific on Saturday, October 5, and
winding throughout portions of San Diego County.
At the Flower Fields, technical sessions and interactive presentations are planned to educate
PagodaFest attendees on the features, operation and maintenance of their Pagoda cars. Also,
there will be a Pagoda Marketplace enabling attendees and vendors to sell, buy and trade all
things Pagoda. In the afternoon we will have a Pagoda Showcase to show off your Pagoda on
the lush grounds of the Flower Fields. A perfect setting for socializing with fellow Pagoda
enthusiasts. We will end our first day with one of the things for which San Diego is best known,
namely a Fiesta dinner with mariachi music, traditional dancers, and a Pagoda piñata!
The drive on Saturday will be a Pagoda Poker Run, and is a self-paced leisurely tour through
several of San Diego County's scenic sights while competing with fellow Pagoda drivers for the
best hand of poker. At each of five planned stops, Poker Run participants will be given a card
ultimately forming a five-card poker hand. Prizes will be given for the best (and also the worst!)
poker hand at a celebratory awards dinner that evening at the Encinitas Ranch Golf Resort
overlooking the beautiful San Diego coastal bluffs. Here you can watch the sunset over the
Pacific Ocean while enjoying your favorite beverage and friends while being warmed by the
outdoor fireplace. Awards will be given to the winners of the Showcase and the Poker Run, as
well as raffle prizes.
All of the above fun and excitement is conveniently available in one all-inclusive PagodaPASS
ticket. If you are interested in learning more about PagodaFest, or to buy tickets, please visit
the official PagodaFest website http://www.pagodafest.com. However, the number of
PagodaPASSes is limited and
we expect them to sell out soon. So if you have a Pagoda we hope you will act
quickly and join us for two days of social and technical Pagoda fun! See you at
PagodaFest in 2019

THE SAN DIEGO SECTION INVITES YOU AND ENCOURAGES YOU TO JOIN
THE MBCA, AND THE SAN DIEGO SECTION, UNLESS YOU ARE ALREADY A
MEMBER.
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For Sale
1967 MBZ 250SL
Pagoda
• 102,000 Miles
• Signal Red, Black Interior
• NO Accidents
• All Original Invoices
• Nut/Bolt Restoration by Top
Professional MBZ Specialist in 2013
• 100 Point Show Car
• 13 First in Class
• 3 Best of Show
PRICE REDUCED -- PRICE REDUCED

$260,000

Original Owner, Gary Jarvis San Diego, CA

619-670-1375

Feb 2019
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New Continental
Extreme Contact DWS
Tires on
Factory Mercedes
Staggered Rims
Front – 225/40-18 on 18” x 8.5

rims

Rear – 285/35-18 on 18” x 9.5 rims

NO scuffs, scratches or
Scrapes!
Get the rims & tires for about
the cost of a new set of tires.

PRICE REDUCED
NOW $500.00
WAS $1,000
Call Michael Cooper
760-599-0629
Wheels came from a
W218 (CLS 550)
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Change of Address, Phone # or e-mail
If you have a change-of-address,
e-mail mbca.org
MBCA National Business Office.
1-800-637-2360

We are always looking for volunteers to help out
with ideas, planning, and coordinating events.
If you would like to feature your MercedesBenz vehicle(s) in this Newsletter with an
interesting story or photo, please submit in
digital format via e-mail t:

inewsx@sbcglobal.net

We would love to get to know you & your Mercedes-B
Come to an event and ask us how to obtain a FREE
name badge. Maybe even a free beverage.

FOR SALE OR WANT ADS:

Personal classified ads (sale or wanted) are FREE
exclusively for MBCA members. NO commercial
or business sales allowed in the classified ad section.
Business advertising is available at competitive rates.
Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad rates.
If you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” section
e-Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net
Please contact Steve every month to continue your AD

SEE YOUR
AD HERE!
FOR MORE INFORMATION

CALL
619-508-3925

Can't wait to have a really “Cool” MBCA name badge?
Here’s how to order one: Go to the MBCA website
www.mbca.org,
log on, click on Store, click on MBCA Event Equipment
Store and scroll down and click on the Name Badge.
You are now in the order form.
Second method: Log onto MBCA website and enter
Name Badge in the search box at upper right hand corner
of screen, click on the Magnifying Glass icon and this will
take you to the order form OR you may call 800-637-2360,
ask for Anna McBride. She will take your order.
All payments are made via credit card.

Overhauled recently, dog not included

Fresh Restoration

STAR BULLETIN
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Attention Advertisers

To send a file or for any changes
e-Mail Steve at inewsx@sbcglobal.net

Phone (619) 327-0200
Fax (619) 327-0237
1(800) 841-1014

MOTOR WORKS, INC.
Automotive Machine Shop
European Engine Specialists

www.motorworkspromach.com
1625 Coolidge
Ave. National City,
CA 91950

5475 Car Country Drive
Carlsbad, CA 92008
(760) 438-4454

For the finest in German
engine machinework

OCEAN BEACH BOAT & AUTO

UPHOLSTERY

Complete Custom Detail
Regular $175.00
For MBCA Club Members
$129.00
**Plus FREE loan car for the
day. (Must present this coupon)

10% Discount
On
Parts and Labor to MBCA
Members

(Must present Club membership card
while making service appointment)

SINCE 1947
DAVID SKOGLUN
4838 Voltaire Street San Diego, CA 92107
CA 92107(619) 223-9797
Mention this ad and make an appointment in June for the following prices:

107 Chassis tops:
German $945
Sonnendeck canvas top $895 One-day turnaround
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Copied from the Pikes Peak Section Newsleter

GLC F-Cell Hydrogen-Electric

by Sean Szymkowski

Mercedes-Benz has delivered the first examples of its hydrogen-electric GLC F-Cell SUVs to
customers in Germany. Those initial owners include German railway operator, Deutsche Bahn.
Other companies that will soon take delivery of the SUV include Air Liquide, Shell, Linde AG, and
the cities of Stuttgart and Hamburg.

“MercedesBenz has
delivered the
first examples
of its hydrogenelectric GLC FCell SUVs…..”

The GLC F-Cell marries a hydrogen fuel-cell powertrain to a plug-in hybrid system. In this case, the
fuel cell takes over for the internal-combustion engine, while the plug-in hybrid powertrain still
provides a backup. Mercedes-Benz said the SUV will go 270 miles on a tank of hydrogen (on the
now-defunct New European Driving Cycle), while a 13.8-kilowatt-hour lithium-ion battery provides
about 30 miles of extra range. Although the GLC F-Cell can operate solely on electric power from
the battery, drivers won't go very far.
On the topic of operating modes, the hybrid SUV features four of them. Hybrid combines the fuel
cell and battery's power. The battery handles peak power, while the fuel cell runs during optimal
times for efficiency. F-Cell mode runs only hydrogen and keeps the battery charged. Battery runs
the GLC F-Cell on pure electricity, and Charge prioritizes re-charging the onboard battery.
Since hydrogen fuel infrastructure remains in its infancy, Mercedes-Benz plans to only market the
GLC F-Cell in markets with some established infrastructure. Those interested in the fuel-cell hybrid
will have a chance to rent one in spring 2019. No, Mercedes will not actually sell the SUV, but
rather offer it via "a full-service rental model." Maintenance and all repairs will be covered through
the rental period.
In the U.S., we should see the GLC F-Cell arrive in late 2019. It's unclear if customers will be able
to purchase one, or if the brand will institute a similar rental period.
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2019 Schedule of Events
MBCA – San Diego Section

Our motto “Have it your way, as long as it’s FUN!”
Always remember…this is YOUR club.
New ideas or changes please contact a Board Member!!!
Note: All dates may be subject to change

EVENT DATE 2019

EVENT DESCRIPTION

EVENT CHAIR/COORDINATOR

Saturday, Feb 16

Valentine luncheon

Steve Ross/Marjo Miller

Sunday, March 24

Car Show at RB winery

Ed, Victoria, and Steve

Sunday, April 28

Coronado Car Show

Steve

Saturday, May 4

Borrego Springs/picnic and
overnight

Diana and Steve

Sunday, June 2

Lawrence Theatre

Carol Ross

Sunday, August 4

Del Mar Races with OC

Michael Cooper

Wed, Aug 14 – Sun, Aug 18

Pebble Beach

All

Friday, September 20

LA Museum Tours, overnight

Steve and Michael

Friday, October

Idyllwild overnight

Steve

Sunday, November 17

USS Midway Tour

Rudy

Sunday, December 15

Holiday Party

Victoria and Anthony
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FEBRUARY 2019
MBCA Board Meeting
Tuesday, February 19th

6:30 PM

Mimi’s Cafe, 10788 Westview Parkway
San Diego CA (Mira Mesa)
Note: Our regular Board meetings are scheduled
rd
for the 3 Tuesday of the month

The board has occasionally cancelled meetings when there is a
small amount of business that can be considered adequately by
telephone or e-mail. If you are considering joining us
at a board meeting, please call a board member first
to make sure the meeting will take place as scheduled.

MBCA San Diego Section
http://sandiego.mbca.org
President’s Message - February

Happy Valentine’s Day

February is the month of “love and friendship.” Friendship is an extraordinary kind of love that may not
always get the credit it deserves. Whether your MBCA friendships are more playful or serious…it’s always
nice to know someone cares. I’m sending you a Valentine’s wish to let you know how much I care and
how proud I am of our club. Please share your MBCA experience with a friend…and encourage them to join.
Our 2019 Annual Planning Meeting was very successful…
check out the Schedule of Events and “Save the Dates!”
You’ll see an array of new, exciting, and fun events!
The Board encourages you and your “sweetheart” to attend as many events as possible.
Cheers, Victoria
MBCA – San Diego Section President

