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Note--the board meeting site has been changed.  See page 8 
     

 

                                                         UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2016 

                                     

 
                                                    

       Saturday January 16, 2016 at 10:00am we will 
meet up at the Craftsman Museum, located at 
3190 Lionshead Ave, Carlsbad, CA.  website is 

www.craftsmanship.com    This is a phenomenal exhibit of engineering work on a 
miniature scale.  Just about everything mechanical has been reproduced here on a 
small scale which includes automobiles, engines, aircraft and other modes of trans-
portation.  This museum has been a big hit with numerous car clubs in SOCAL.  After 

touring the exhibits we are proceeding to the Karl Strauss Brewery for lunch also in 
Carlsbad.  After lunch we will stop by the Museum of Making Music, just around the 
corner from Karl Strauss.   Directions will be provided at the Craftsman Muse-
um.         

 
** Friday, Saturday and Sunday February 27-28, 2016 an overnight trip is planned to 
the Mullen and the newly remodeled Petersen Museum.  This will be a two night event, 
Friday and Saturday. 

      
** Saturday April 16, 2016 we are visiting the Hacienda 
De Las Rosas Winery, located at 18011 Blue Grass Road, 
Ramona for lunch and wine tasting.   For those who want 
a group will meet at Mercedes-Benz of Escondido at 
10:00 AM and proceed to the winery.  Cost is $10.00 for 
wine tasting and appetizers.  Bring your own box lunch 
and anything you wish to share.  

 

** March, May and June are in the planning stag-
es.  A tech session at one of our Mercedes-Benz Dealers is in the works. 
 
** Saturday July 16, 2016 an American Heritage rallye in the South County is planned.  
Stay tuned for details 

                                                                                                       
                                                         Due to the rising costs of producing an informative, useful and interesting monthly 

Star Bulletin your club is going to begin online or digital distribution.   For those mem-
bers who have an email address you will begin receiving your month Star Bulletin via 
e-mail in early 2016 .  The Star Bulletin will be in full color with more information and 
articles of interest to our members.   In order for you to receive your star Bulletin it is 
imperative that we have your current email address which you gave to our National 
Business office when you joined the MBCA.  If you do not want to receive your Star 

Bulletin by email please notify the editor at inewsx@sbglobal.net.  For those who do 
not have an e-mail address you will continue to receive your Star Bulletin by U.S. Mail 
as you do now. An estimated $2000.00 annually will be saved by not mailing the bulle-
tin.   This savings will be used to benefit the members by subsidizing events etc.   

 
                                                       Thank you for your cooperation and understanding in helping the club move forward 

in this cost savings benefit to our San Diego Section.       
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TIME WARP OR??                                                   
   

Sunday evening November 6 an adventuresome band of Mercedes-Benz people 

went on a journey back in time to Casablanca the city filled with adventure, 

mystery and intrigue.  Our journey begins in Nazi occupied France and we make 

our way to French Morocco along many 

other Europeans.  There was standing 

room only to make the journey more 

realistic.  

 

Casablanca is hot, dusty; smells of goat 

dung and exhaust fumes from all of 

those beautiful old cars! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

We spot a 1926 Mercedes-Benz Model K on the 

street so it qualified as a Mercedes-Benz Club 

event.  Our experience was similar to todays 

world happenings.  People were fleeing from 

Europe to escape the Nazis and many were go-

ing to French Morocco.  Today the refugees are 

fleeing from the Middle East to France and Eu-

rope.   Apparently history does repeat itself.  

(The photo to the right of the movie scene is the same model Mercedes-

Benz.  Some car buffs claim the car is actually a Lincoln modified to look like a Mercedes.  Others claim the car 

belonged to Groucho Marx.   Groucho did own a Mercedes-Benz of this model.)  

   

 

A 1941 Buick Model 81C was 

also spotted on the Casablanca 

street and of course it was 

driven by the French.  A bit of 

trivia, only 230 Buicks of this 

model were built in 1940.  We 

all wondered how the Buick got 

over there.  We all agreed that 

Rick had it shipped in from the 

states and gave it to the French 

Police Captain as a bribe. 
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 Everybody here smokes constantly and apparently enjoys consuming 

large quantities of alcoholic beverages.  The refuges we saw appeared 

to be well off; the gentleman in white suits or tux and the ladies in 

formal gown or hat and gloves. 

 

When we were just about exhausted and feared for our life the lights 

went on and we were back in Gary's living room where we had re-

freshments such as scrimp, pizza, drinks of our choice, and are you 

ready for this? ROOT BEER FLOATS!  Floats were served by our indus-

trious and talented Vice President Victoria M.   No popcorn for obvious 

reasons.  Hard to get it out of shag 

 

Suddenly the lights went out and we were immersed back into Casablanca and things are getting really, really 

bad.  The American Cafe, where we were hanging out is shut down and Rick finds out Isla is married to another 

guy and, and it was awful.  There was a lot more drinking and smoking (did not think that was possible).  

 

                        
 

        

It was pretty much downhill from here on in but with lots of drama like, falling in and out of love and back into 

love again, people getting shot, more smoking and drinking, the Germans and the French have a sing off (the 

French win), trickery, intrigue, and sacrifice.  It appears at this point that no one is getting out of here and then 

there was a miracle! 

 

                        
 

 
Just when we thought all was lost our aircraft a Lockheed Electra starts 

up, which was basically the same aircraft that Amelia Earhart attempt-

ed to fly around the world, and we take off in near zero zero visibility 

and landed safely in Gary's living room.   More trivia?  Amelia's Naviga-

tor Fred Noonan drove a 1937 Terraplane convertible (raise your hand 

if you ever heard of a Terraplane, extra points if you know who made 

it).   Amelia had a Terraplane as well.  

 

We had a fun evening watching a great flick.  Casablanca was picked number one out of the hundred 

best movies ever made.   
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Change of Address Phone # or e-mail 

                
                                   FOR SALE: 

       If you have a change-of-address

               Club, please go to www.mbca.org, click on 
MEMBERSHIP, then click on ADDRESS 
CHANGE and fill in the form. As an alter-
native, you can call 1-800-637-2360 and 
talk to anyone at the MBCA National 
Business Office.

 1991 300E 2.6.  One owner, all records  since 
new.  Maintained by dealer of Mercedes-
Benz trained mechanics.   231,000 miles and 
still runs like new.  Solid 23 MPG.   $2500.00. 

I                  if interested call 619-508-3925.  Great  collage 
kid car. 

 
 
 

                            WELCOME !! 
New San Diego Section 

MBCA Members 
 Robert Moore~ no vehicle listed on MBCA roster 

 
A hearty welcome to all our new members. We hope to 
meet you soon at one of our upcoming events. Please 
feel free to contact any of the Board Officers (listed on 
the front page of this Newsletter) with any questions, 
comments, or concerns. 

We are always looking for volunteers to help out with ideas, plan-
ning, and coordinating events . 

If you would like to feature your Mercedes- Benz vehicle(s) in this 
Newsletter with an interesting story or photo, please submit in 

digital format via e-mail to us at 

      (Michaeldenise1212@gmail.com)           
We would love to get to know you and your 

Mercedes-Benz driving passion. 
Ask us how to obtain a FREE name tag to wear at 

all of our events  
 

 
 

      Identify the make, model and year of this automobile and win 

a free name tag.  First correct answer sent to the editor will 

receive a name badge.  If you have a name badge you will re-

ceive a beverage of your choice at next event you attend.  No 

repeat winners. 

 
 

              FOR SALE & WANT ADS: 
Personal classified ads (Sale or Wanted) are FREE 
exclusively for MBCA members. No commercial or 
business sales allowed in the classified ad section. 
 

Business advertising is available at competitive 
rates. Please contact the Treasurer for latest ad 
rates. e-Mail Steve Ross inewsx@sbcglobal.net if 
you want to place a personal ad in the “for sale” 
section. Please contact Steve every month   to con-
tinue to run the a 

 
 

FOR SALE: 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Summer Special 20% 

Discount for A/C 

Coolant Service.
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Attention Advertisers: Any changes? 

e-Mail Steve at 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net to send a file. 

Phone (619) 327-0200 Fax (619) 327-0237 
1(800) 841-1014 

 

MOTOR WORKS, INC. 
Automotive Machine Shop 

European Engine Specialists 
 

www .motorworksproma c h.com   
 

 1625 Coolidge 
 Ave. National City, 
 CA 91950 

For the finest in German 
engine machine work 

 

 
                                                                                       
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Mention this ad and make an appoint-

ment in June for the following prices: 

107 Chassis tops: 
German $945 

Sonnendeck canvas top $895 
One day turnaround!! 

 

OCEAN BEACH 

BOAT & AUTO 

UPHOLSTERY 

SINCE 1947 

DAVID SKOGLUND 

4838 Voltaire Street 
San Diego, CA 

92107 
(619) 223-9797 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mercedes Benz 
New & Used Parts 

Sales & Service 
 

 

 

SPECIALIZING IN CLASSIC MERCEDES 1955-1990 

(619) 421-3254 
24 Hour Fax (619) 421-0357 

e-Mail: badwrench7@cox.net 

789 Energy Way Chula Vista, CA 91911 
                     10% off parts and labor with MBCA MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

9 - 5 Mon. - Fri. 
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5475 Car Country Drive 

Carlsbad, CA 92008 

(760) 438-4454 

 
 

 
Complete Custom Detail 

Regular$175.00 

For MBCA Club Members 

$129.00 

**Plus FREE loan car for the day. 

(Must present this coupon) 

 

10% Discount 
On 

Parts and Labor 

To MBCA Members 
(Must present Club membership card 

while making service appointment) 

mailto:Saprissa@aol.com
mailto:badwrench7@cox.net


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESERT STAR REGIONAL DINNER 
Saturday January 30, 2016  

 
Car enthusiasts from around the world de-

scend on Arizona every January and it is not 
because our fine weather allows them to 
keep their cars cleaner longer.  No, it is be-
cause we have some of the World’s best col-
lector car AUCTIONS!! And the 3rd annual 
Arizona Concours d’Elegance on the 24th. 
January brings the beautiful cars with the 

stunning prices or unbelievable bargains, 
and so much eye car-candy that many dazed 
auction attendees are seen wandering the 
desert for days.  So how do the MBCA De-

sert Stars celebrate the Auction-mania?  We 
get some beautiful cars to gawk at and we 
eat a great meal together and enjoy the fel-

lowship of the group.  We will gather at 
Maggiano’s Little Italy in a beautiful private 
dining “room with a view”.  Our local Mer-
cedes-Benz dealership, Schumacher Europe-
an Ltd., will bring new Mercedes-Benz mod-
els for us to explore.  We will also feature a 

display of member’s exemplar cars.  Andy 
Reid of Hayden Wood Insurance Agency, 
Inc. and Dave Tobin of the SL Market Letter 
will return to provide us with insight and 
inside information on the cars and the 
week’s auction events.  Also, behind the 
scenes tours are being planned during the 

auction week and will be available for Mer-
cedes-Benz Enthusiast participants. 
  
This year we are reaching out to other MBCA 
regions and members.  We are planning to 
bring together local and visiting Enthusiasts 
who are here in our beautiful “Valley of the 

Sun”.  So plan to meet some new folks, 
knowing we all share the same love and en-
thusiasm for Mercedes-Benz and other great 
marques. 
Join us at 5:30 PM on Saturday January 30 
at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 16405 N. Scotts-

dale Road, Scottsdale, AZ.  The family style 
dinner includes two appetizers, two salads, two pasta dishes, two entrees, and two desserts, plus ciabatta rolls, 

coffee, hot or cold tea, and sodas, all for $55 per person.  The registration form is included here; we require 
your paid registration by Jan 20, 2016. Call John and Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851 for more information.  John 
and Roberta will make the arrangements at Maggiano’s; please do not call the restaurant.  We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner Jan 30, 2016: Registration Form  

Contact Information:  
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________Number Attending_______  
Address: ____________________________________________________________________  
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ___________________________________________________________  
Phone No.: _________________________________________________________ Day/ Night  
Email Address: ___________________________________ 
“Exemplar Car” You Would Like to Show at the Dinner_________________________________ 

Cost is $55 per person. For questions call John or Roberta Phin 480-272-8851.  Registrations should be paid by 
January 20th, after that date call John Phin for availability. Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars 
and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars, c/o Debbie Ichiyama, 6502 Evans Dr., Scottsdale, AZ 85254.   Or for Credit 
Card payment, contact Debbie Ichiyama 480-268-9535 
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THINKING OF BUYING A VINTAGE MERCEDES-BENZ? 

S. Ross 
 

So you are thinking about taking the plunge into the "collector car market", getting that old car of your youth 
or?   Whatever your motivation there are some "rules of engagement" that may help you make the right de-
cision and save some $$$.  Most men are attracted to things that are shiny and have glitter.  Therein lies our 
down fall in many instances.  The right makeup, padding etc. can make something appear what it is not. 

Bondo works wonders!  Keep on mind "that all that glitters may not be gold".  Purchasing an automobile is a 
big deal and I believe we have all had that experience however, when buying our first "collector car" more 
caution is recommended.  What is being purchased is not a necessity and one is using their discretionary in-
come.  The recommendations presented here are not from my vast fountain of knowledge and personal expe-
rience but, from written material and listening to those whom I consider experts in this area.  Some of my 
advice has come from Richard Simonds of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Wayne Carini, Alan Taylor, 

Jerry Hjeltness, R&M restoration and Jim Woolsey. 

We should begin our search for that automobile by leaving our emotions at home.  This is no time to be 
thinking with our heart but the brain as this is serious business.  Take a buddy with you who has no skin in 

the game and whose opinion you respect.  You might consider taking your spouse, I know, just a thought.  
Before starting out decide how much you are willing to spend and stick with it.   The experts say to add 
twenty five percent to the purchase price of the car for work you will have to do after purchase.  

This is important and should always be taken into consideration even after you have done everything right in 
your selection.  Never, never buy a car sight unseen!  This sounds like obvious advice but we all know some-
one who has done just that. 

Now that we have set our sights on that car of our dreams and you have looked it over and you really like it 
and it is shiny, a virtual museum piece, emotion has started to kick in and you are "snake bit".  Here is what 
the experts say to do.  First thing to consider before going any further is to determine that one can stop the 

car, even if you are only pushing it out of the barn or garage. 

Start the car and drive it for at least twenty miles getting the engine and drive train up to operating tempera-
ture.  The operating temperature should not be boiling over.  In most cases this will reveal problems with 
brakes, drive train, cooling system, things falling off, instruments that don't work and leaks.  Speaking of leaks 
just about all old cars will have some leaks.  We will address this later.  Turn on all electrical systems and see if 

they work with no smoke.  If a car will not run my advice is don't buy it.  

Look for rust everywhere, fender wells, underneath chassis etc.  You don't want a car that has major frame rust.  
This can be dangerous and very costly.  This is experience speaking.  Lift up the floor mats, trunk mats and any 
other covering that is easily lifted up.  Determine the availability of spare parts.   A car club associated with the 
vehicle is very useful when getting into the older car game.  

Take a magnet and go over the car looking for bondo.  I have a very good friend who has a very expensive car.  
When he took it in for a fresh paint job over 100 pounds of bondo was removed from the car!  The reasonable 

paint job became a very expensive repaint.   One could not tell there was any bondo on this car.  It was an ex-
cellent bondo make over.  Remember padding and glitter.   

  If the car is not safe my advice is to drive walk away.  There are plenty of cars out there that will make you 
happy and proud. 

  The most important advice is, have a qualified mechanic look the car over for you.  A qualified mechanic is one 
who works on the make and model of automobile you are looking to buy.  It is not your brother-in-law or a bud-

dy who overhauled a Chevy one time back in the fifties.  This may cost a few bucks but money well spent.  This 
is when you determine if those oil leaks we saw earlier are serious problems. 

If you follow these simple steps you will have found the car you wanted, can enjoy and minimize the possibility 
of having a horrible experience and wishing you had never gotten into the vintage car thing 

If you are independently wealthy, or have you own compete machine shop and are an expert in car 

restoration, say like Jay Leno, you may ignore all this advice and buy any damn car you want!!  
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     Presidents' Message 
 

Presidents Message 
 

Holiday season is here!  With that comes celebrations, family time, a roaring fireplace, decorating the 

home, an opportune time re-gift that fruitcake from last year, and sharing time with friends.  (And 

we sure hope that means your friends in the Mercedes Club). 

I know what you’re thinking… Santa is going to show up on a warm Christmas Eve here in America’s 

finest city and want to relocate his entire facility to a business park up in the North County.  And who 

would blame him!  

Well, it’s been a fun year and I hope that those that joined us on a club event had a good time.  Your 

board is already planning for next year including a Museum overnighter in February.  So watch for 

upcoming events, come and join us, bring a friend or make a new friend.  From all of us on the 
board, we wish you a very happy and safe holiday season. 

We look forward to spending time with each of you. 

 

Michael Cooper 

 

JANUARY 20  6:30pm at MERCEDES-
BENZ OF ESCONDIDO 

located at 1101 W 9th Ave, Escondido CA 92029  

Please Note:  The board has occasionally cancelled meetings when 
there is a small amount of business that can be considered adequately 
by telephone or e-mail.  If you are considering joining us for a board 
meeting, you might want to call a board member first to be sure the 
meeting will take place as scheduled. 
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